
Northumberland Local Plan 

Core Strategy Consultation

• Last autumn we published the version of the 
Core Strategy that we intended to submit to the 
Government for independent examination by 
an Inspector.

• After listening to views at that stage, and 
through further work, we have identified some 
major modifications that we need to make to 
the Core Strategy.

• These will ensure that it is a robust plan that will 
stand up to the scrutiny of the independent 
Inspector.

• We are giving people an opportunity to 
comment on the soundness of the major 
modifications.

• We are also publishing a list of minor 
modifications for information only.

• A version of the Pre-Submission Core Strategy 
will show both sets of modifications - also for 
information only.

• For the vast majority of Northumberland there 
are no major modifications being proposed.

A Brief Guide - MAJOR MODIFICATIONS

Making
representations
Like the Pre-Submission Core Strategy,
this is a formal, statutory stage and we
need your response to tell us if the Core
Strategy Major Modifications are
‘SOUND’—We are asking if you think
that the Modifications help to show that
the Core Strategy has been ‘Positively
Prepared’, is 'Justified', will be 'Effective'
and is consistent with national policy. 

See the inside this guide for more 
information about what has changed and
the back page for how to comment…

The Core Strategy is the Plan for Northumberland’s future as a prosperous, thriving community 
and economy in a unique landscape setting.

The Core Strategy will guide how new homes, workplaces, community and leisure facilities
are developed and how the environment will be conserved and protected over the next
decade and a half.
The Core Strategy has been shaped by the people of Northumberland during several stages of 
public consultation.

Northumberland County Council

The consultation begins on 
15th June 2016 and 
comments should be 
received by us no later than
4pm on 27th July 2016.

www.northumberland.gov.uk
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What are the key things in the Major Modifications?

Hexham
In Hexham, to deliver needed housing we have had to
look at the Green Belt at Shaws Lane to the west of
Hexham again and increase the indicative housing
numbers for the town back up to 900. Within this area,
we are also allowing scope for new school buildings to
be sited there in the future.

The Council is confident that, long term, Hexham will
greatly benefit from a westward expansion, not just to
support the local economy and community but also to
deliver necessary infrastructure upgrades, including at
the junction with the A69 west of Hexham and localised
junction improvements in the town.

  Due to the significant changes in Hexham, we
are holding a consultation drop-in event at the
Queen‘s Hall, Beaumont Street, Hexham, on
Thursday 7th July from 2.00pm until 7.00pm. 

Green Belt 
We are putting forward adjustments to the 
proposed Green Belt boundaries to make sure
they are robust for the future. This still leaves 
over 99 per cent of the Green Belt intact. 

Employment Land
We have also had to make adjustments to proposed 
employment land allocations: 

• We are  no longer safeguarding employment land near  
the Airport but, instead, will bring forward two hectares 
of land at Prestwick Park for local office businesses.

• In Cramlington we have found that the land at 
West Hartford is not suitable for major employment 
development so the site is no longer proposed for 
employment development.

• In Ashington, we are proposing a new ‘Wansbeck
Business Park East’ site, between Wansbeck and
Lintonville Industrial Estates. It will provide for 
specific investment opportunities and make up 
for the ‘de-allocation’ of land at North Seaton that
is no longer available for employment use.

• The employment allocation at the former Alcan site, 
known as Lynefield Park, has been amended to 
reflect the demolition of the majority of the former 
smelter, which has resulted in more land being 
available for development.

• In Alnwick, the Willowburn Industrial Estate has 
been de-allocated due to high vacancy rates and 
the poor condition of existing premises, which 
largely make the site unviable for continued 
employment use.

• Whilst continuing to support energy generation as 
a strategic sector within the Blyth Estuary Strategic 
Employment Area, we have reduced the size of the 
area by 100 hectares as the development of a ‘clean
coal’ power station on land north of Brock Lane is 
unlikely to come forward during the plan period.

Morpeth
In Morpeth, we continue to support the proposals in the
newly made Neighbourhood Plan, but circumstances
mean that we are now proposing to safeguard the 
employment site at Fairmoor, for beyond the plan period.
As a result, we are putting forward an alternative 
employment site to the north of Lancaster Park, also 
accessible from the Morpeth Northern Bypass; and we
no longer  propose to safeguard land at Stobhill for 
employment.

  Due to the significant changes in Morpeth, 
we are holding a consultation drop-in event at
the Town Hall, Market Place, Morpeth, on
Wednesday 6th July from 2.00pm until 7.00pm. 
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Further consideration has been given to the future
development needs of Ponteland, following 
considerable feedback that we received at the 
Pre-Submission Stage. We are keeping the 
proposed housing numbers for Ponteland the same
and continue to propose to remove the area to
south east of Ponteland from the Green Belt. But we
will now be leaving the exact arrangement of future
land uses for decision at a later date, once matters
such as the future form of the Ponteland Schools
Partnership are known. These details will form part
of the work on the emerging SPD (Supplementary
Planning Document).

We will consult again on this in the near future.

Wind Energy Development

A Written Ministerial Statement relating to wind 
turbine development was issued in June 2015. This
Statement sets out criteria to be met when determining
planning applications for wind energy development 
involving one or more turbines:

• The development site is in an area identified as 
suitable for wind energy development in a local or
neighbourhood plan; and

• Following consultation it can be demonstrated 
that the planning impacts identified by affected 
local communities have been fully addressed and
therefore has their backing.

In order to reflect the Written Ministerial 
Statement, the policy for onshore wind energy 
has been amended to be consistent with the tests it
and the National Planning Policy Framework set out.
The identification of suitable areas for wind turbine 
development is to be addressed in a separate 
Development Plan Document and/or through 
neighbourhood plans.

We are proposing some other
changes to Core Strategy policy
wording, maps and tables in the 
document, in order to bring the 
Plan up to date and make it clearer.

Additional Consultation:
Renewable Energy

Alongside these Major Modifications on the Core 
Strategy, we are also consulting on a Scoping 
Report for a future Supplementary Planning 
Document about Renewable Energy. We want to
make sure this future guidance covers all types of 
renewable energy generation likely to be proposed in
Northumberland and how it may affect communities,
the environment and the local economy.

Comments on the SPD should be received
by 4.00pm on 27th July 2016.

Some other issues

What are the key things in the Major Modifications?



How to take part in this consultation….

The consultation begins on 15th June 2016.

Comments should be on whether the Major Modifications to the Core Strategy meet the tests of soundness—
i.e. are they ‘Positively Prepared’, 'Justified', 'Effective' and consistent with national policy? (SEE BELOW)

We have prepared guidance notes on how to comment, available via the website or via the contacts 
given on this leaflet. 

Representations in writing should be received by us no later than 4.00pm on 27th July 2016. 

We are encouraging people to submit comments online following a short registration process. 
We will also accept responses by e-mail or post. 

All consultation documents are available to view on our website at corestrategy.northumberland.gov.uk

Copies can also be found in libraries and information points and Northumberland County Hall. 
We have paper copies for sale at a reasonable price.

To read online and comment:
http://northumberland.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/core_strategy/csmm
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Website: corestrategy.northumberland.gov.uk

Weblink to consultation pages:
http://northumberland.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/core_strategy/csmm

E-mail: PlanningStrategy@northumberland.gov.uk

Address: Planning and Housing Policy Team, Northumberland County Council,
County Hall, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 2EF

Telephone: 0345 600 6400

Testing the Soundness of the Core Strategy
This is a formal consultation stage, so we are asking you to tell the Council if the Major 
Modifications help the Core Strategy to be sound. To be sound, the Core Strategy must be
‘Positively Prepared’, 'Justified', 'Effective' and consistent with national policy:

Contacts

To be Positively Prepared, 
the Core Strategy must be:

• Prepared based on a strategy 
which seeks to meet objectively 
assessed development and 
infrastructure requirements; and

• Consistent with achieving 
sustainable development.

To be Justified, 
the Core Strategy must be:

• Founded on a robust and credible
evidence base; and

• The most appropriate strategy 
when considered against the 
reasonable alternatives.

To be Effective,
the Core Strategy must:

• Be able to be delivered;

• Have flexibility;

• Reflect cooperation across 
boundaries on strategic priorities; 
and

• Be able to be monitored.


